
RULES ON RUNNING THE MG NATIONAL MEETING 
Last reviewed May 2012 /gwa-mb. UPDATE DRAFT:  DM 2012.  

Note: Italic is used to highlight changes made at the most recent 2012 Delegates meeting. 
 
Of particular note, refer to the end of Section 2 for ”alternative” meeting possibilities; and the 
acceptance of possible class combinations at the end of Classes detail: per DM 2011.  
Also proposed update to Observation Run procedures detailed in that section. 
 

As agreed at Delegates' Meetings held following National Meetings since 1985. 
 
(If you require a copy of this publication send E-Mail to gadamspl@hotmail.com and a copy will be sent to your E-

Mail address by return.) Also to be placed on the MGCC web site. (DM 2011) 
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SECTION 1 - MG CAR CLUBS ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE 
 
* Invited Clubs.  At a decision taken in 1992, only CAMS Affiliated Clubs were invited as participating 
Clubs at National Meetings.    However, from 1995, any member of a non-CAMS Affiliated Club may, upon 
payment of the appropriate CAMS membership fee, become an honorary member of the host centre, but 
retain the right to compete in their own Club's name.  (DM 1994) 
 
 
* The list of Australian MG Car Clubs is: 
 
  MG Car Club Sunshine Coast 
  MG Car Club Queensland Inc 
  Gold Coast MG Car Club 
  MG Car Club (Newcastle) 
  MG Car Club (Hunter Region) 
  MG Car Club Ltd (New South Wales) 
  MG Car Club Wagga Wagga 
  MG Car Club Canberra Inc 
  MG Car Club of Victoria 
  MG Car Club Geelong 
  MG Car Club of Tasmania Inc 
  MG Car Club of South Australia 
  MG Car Club of Western Australia Inc 
  TC Owners' Club 
  MG Owners' Club (Western Australia) 
  MG Restorers' Association 
  MG Car Club of Northern Territory (DM 2002) Being checked for existence (DM 2011)**** 
   
 
 
  

SECTION 2 - RULES BINDING ON CENTRES  
 



 
* Following circulation to all Centres of this set of rules of decisions taken at Delegates' Meetings, and 
approval by a majority of Centres, this set of rules has become binding on all Centres for the running of a 
National Meeting.  (DM 1996)  
 
 

• The Delegates' Meeting acknowledged the power of delegates in conference to adopt rules, 
which are binding upon organisers of National Meetings.  (DM 1989) (Ratified DM 1993)  

• Any rule that goes beyond a correction or addition of an extra feature that may impact on a 
centre or competitors requires to be circulated to all clubs at least three months prior to the 
next Natmeet.  (DM 1998) 

   
 
* The Meeting agreed in 1992 there was no point in going beyond the 1985 minutes in the   
 compilation of this set of rules.  (DM 1992)  
 
 
* The complete record of Delegates' Meeting Minutes is to be forwarded to the next year's NatMeet 
Organising Committee as soon after the NatMeet as possible.   
 
 
* Invited Clubs.  At a decision taken in 1992, only CAMS Affiliated Clubs were invited as participating 
Clubs at National Meetings.  However, from 1995, any member of a non-CAMS affiliated Club may, upon 
payment of the appropriate CAMS membership fee, become an honorary member of the host centre, but 
retain the right to compete in their own Club's name.  (DM 1994)     
 
 
* Overseas visitors are able to join the Host Centre. 
 
 
* Retention of 1994 National Meeting Rules and Definitions.  The Rules and Definitions used at the 
1994 National Meeting are to be retained and any subsequent changes to rules and definitions are subject 
to consensus of all Centres, either at a Delegates Meeting or by correspondence.  (DM 1995) 
 
* The Delegates at the 2011 meeting formed an understanding that the meetings were getting harder 
to run and agreed that an “alternative” meeting would be acceptable with less competitive events but that a 
“full” meeting had to be run at least ever second year.  
To easy the results burden it was general accepted that the only major trophy that would be availably would 
be the NUFFIELD TROUPHY and an alternative event to the Motorkhana could be substituted and that 
attendance numbers to such meetings may well be limited.  
The approval of an “alternative” meeting will be at the discretion of the Delegates accepting the centres 
proposal. (DM 2011) 
 
***** Murry 
 

SECTION 3 - LEVY ON ALL CLUBS 
 
 
* $1 per head levy of the maximum 1992 membership on all Clubs to be paid by January 1993.  With 
the enormous amount of money needed 'up front' in the organising of a National Meeting, a fund is to be 
set up, with all Centres contributing a one-off levy of $1 per head of maximum 1992 membership, these 
funds to be passed to the organising centre for the following National Meeting, through the New South 
Wales Centre which Centre will administer the fund.  Approximately $3,500 will be raised this way. (The 
fund was $8,500 at: (DM 2009) Geelong Meeting added $1,500 to bring the fund to $10,000. 
 
 
* Following the National Meeting, the Organising Centre will reimburse the amount originally 
 received, to the New South Wales Centre, which in turn will forward the money on to the following 



Organising Centre.  (DM 1992)  Confirmed that this fund is a float and is not to be used to make up any 
meeting shortfall. There is also no obligation on the host club to add to the fund, but can if they wish from 
the meeting profit. (DM2008) 
 
 
* The Organising Centre of the following National Meeting must apply in writing to the New South 
Wales Centre for the release of the Levy Monies held in trust.  This money is a loan only and must be 
returned to the New South Wales Centre following the National Meeting.  (DM 1995)  
 
 
* The fund is to be maintained at a minimum level, which is reviewed each year at the Delegates' 
Meeting.   (DM 1992) 
     
 
 
 

SECTION 4 - BULLETINS 
 
 
It is recommended that ALL Clubs publish the bulletins in their respective magazines, in order to reach as 
many people as possible.  (DM 1998) 
 
 

Bulletin No. 1 - issued at the National Meeting immediately preceding the event.  

 
Invited Clubs.  At a decision taken in 1992, only CAMS Affiliated Clubs were invited as participating Clubs at 
National Meetings.    However, from 1995, any member of a non-CAMS Affiliated Club may, upon payment 
of the appropriate CAMS membership fee, become an honorary member of the host centre, but retain the 
right to compete in their own Club's name.  (DM 1994) 
 
Overseas visitors are able to join the Host Centre.  (DM 1992)  
 
 

Bulletin No. 2 
 
Details of accommodation available through the NatMeet host centre. 
 
 

Bulletin No. 3 
 
(a) Registration Form - should go out four to five weeks before the closing date for registrations.  (DM 
1986) 
 
b) Closing date for Registration - 30 days before Registration Day.  (DM 1987) 
 
c) The policy adopted in 1996 by the MGCC Victoria in confirming registration details to a   
 registrant prior to their departure from home for the National Meeting, proved beneficial in  
 Registration running very smoothly on Good Friday.  (DM 1996) 
 
 

Bulletin No. 4 
 
a) It is preferable for a map on location of events to be sent out with Bulletin 4 rather than be  
  included in the Registration Pack. 
 
b) It is recommended that Bulletin No. 4 be posted direct to registrants two weeks before   
 Easter.  (DM 1996) 



 
c) The Motorkhana Courses are to be published as the will be run. (DM 2007) 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 5 - SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS, GENERAL COMPETITION 
RULES, AND CLASSES 
 
 

Supplementary Regulations 
 
The Supplementary Regulations issued in 1990 were adopted as a good basis from which to work for future 
meetings.  (DM 1990) 
 
Retention of 1994 National Meeting Rules and Definitions 
 
The Rules and Definitions used at the 1994 National Meeting are to be retained and any subsequent 
changes to rules and definitions are subject to consensus of all Centres, either at a Delegates Meeting or by 
correspondence.  (DM 1995)  
 
CAMS Approval of Supplementary Regulations 
 
Regulations must conform to the requirements of, and are approved by, CAMS before they are issued.  (DM 
1997) 
 
Entrants should have their CAMS licence available at all competition events during a National Meeting. (DM 
2006) 
 
Right of Appeal.  Authority is given to the Host Centre to appoint a representative panel to vary rules 
to alleviate any idiosyncratic unfairness on a one off basis. (at that meeting)         (NM 2006) 
 

Consultants to National Meetings:  A panel of 3 or 4 people from various Centres to act as consultants 

to National Meeting organisers. (DM 2007)  Facilitator: Don Woods (Vic) 
 
 

General Competition Rules 
 

General Conditions for Entering   
 
* Single Entries:  One Driver/One Vehicle - A single entry is one competitor driving one vehicle for all 
competition events. 
 
* Double Entries: two Drivers/One Vehicle - A maximum of two drivers may compete using the same 
vehicle (a vehicle may be double entered).  Where double entry occurs, those two drivers must drive no 
other vehicle for the entire meeting (i.e. any competitor who is double entered will not compete in more 
than one vehicle).  
 
* Family Entries:  Three Drivers/One Vehicle - A maximum of three drivers may compete using the 
same vehicle provided that all drivers are from the same immediate family and that the third driver be aged 
20 years or under (eg Husband, Wife and Son; or Husband, Wife and Daughter etc).  Where family entry 
occurs, those three drivers must drive no other vehicle for the entire meeting. 
 
* Multiple Vehicle Entries:  Competitors who are single entrants (that is they are not involved in 
double or family entries) may enter a maximum of two single entrant vehicles (with the exception of the 
Concourse). 
 



* Concourse Entries: 
 
 a) In the case of the Concourse there is no limit on the number of cars that may be entered by 
one person.   
 
 b) Each vehicle in the Concourse must be entered by one person only. 
 
* Entered vehicles will retain the same competition class for all events. 
 
* Entered vehicles will compete in all events in the same form as they are presented for scrutineering.  
The alteration or removal of any functional components is not permitted after scrutineering.  Wheels and 
tyres are accepted, providing they are in accordance with the requirements of the Supplementary 
Regulations. 
 
* Perpetual Trophies.  There must be a minimum of three in a Class before someone in that 
 Class can be considered for the awarding of any Perpetual Trophy.  (DM 1994) 
 
 

Classes 
 

Class A Pre-war Touring MG’s- Vintage, S, V and W, and four seater Magnas and Magnettes plus 
Tickford TA’s and TB’s (DM 2006) 

Class B Pre-war All MG’s under 1000cc including Supercharged cars and cars not in Class A (DM 
2006)   

Class C Pre-war All MG’s over 1000cc including Supercharged cars and cars not included in Class A 
(DM 2006)  

 Class D MGTC  
 Class E MGTD   
 Class F MGTF  
 Class G MGA Roadster (Single Cam)     
 Class H MGA Twin Cam Class  

Class I MGA Coupe (Single Cam)  
 Class J MGB Mk I (Pull out door handles)  
 Class K MGB Mk I (Push button handles)  

Class L MGB Mk II 
 Class M MGB BL & Later  
 Class N MGB Rubber Bumper  

Class O MGB GT Mk I & Mk II 
Class P MGB GT BL & Later  
Class Q MGB GT Rubber Bumper  
Class R MGB GT V8 & Costellos (Definition of Costello paper added: DM 2006) 
Class S MGC GT & Roadster 
Class T MG Midget  
Class U MGY Saloon & Tourer  
Class V MG Magnette ZA to Mk IV 
Class W Front Wheel Drive & MG Metro 
Class X MG Specials (pre MGA) 
Class Y MG Specials (post MGTF) 
Class Z MG Super Specials   May be split as for Specials, ie. pre-post. (DM 2005) 
Class ZA MG RV8  
Class ZB MG-F  
Class ZC Rolling Chassis 
Class ZD All MG models after 1st Jan 2000 other than F’s. (DM2002) Refer ZR note following. 
Class ZE MG-TF (DM 2005) 
 

(Redefined Classes A, B, C adopted DM 1994) 
 

• Classes of sufficient size may be split or combined at the organiser’s discretion. (DM 2011) 



The details of the possible combinations of classes will need to be explained in the sub regs. The 
expectation is that small, like classes, are the areas that will be review here based on actual entry 
numbers. (DM 2011) 

• If class Y is to be split it should be up to 2000cc and above 2000cc. (DM 2003)  
• (In 2010-11 the ZR’s were taken out of Class ZD and into a separate class due to numbers.) 

 
• Refer to Observation Run for Classes for that event. (DM 2010)  

 
 
 

1. DEFINITION OF CLASSES               (ALL NEW SECTION   DM2005) 
 

1.1 Pre-War Vehicles 
 

1.1.1 Classes for Pre-War cars were determined by the Pre-War Register and ratified at 
the 2006 National Meeting Delegates conference. (DM 2006) 

 
1.2 Post-War Vehicles 

 
1.2.1.1 Definitions 

  MGB 
  Mk I Narrow transmission tunnel          Mk II Wide transmission tunnel 
 

1.2.2 Production Vehicles 
Authors Note: The MGCC of Queensland has a comprehensive document on MG car 
specifications as they relate to Concourse and is used as a guide to the checking 
that a car is in its correct Production Class.  
(DM 2006.) 

 
1.2.2.1 Body 

a) The body shape shall define the vehicle class. 
 
b) Two or more seats must be retained. 
 
c) The original shape and dimensions of the body and standard 

production windscreen shall be retained.  (DM 2011) 
Note: * The use of after market panels in fibreglass, aluminium 
or the like must retain the original shape and dimensions of 
the body or the vehicle will move into Specials. 
*The removal of the windscreen will move a vehicle to Super 
Specials. (DM 2011) 
*Where there is original provision to lay the windscreen down, 
this may be done but it shall not be removed. 
 

d) Bumper bars may be removed or replaced; however all other panels 
are to be standard factory profile. 

 
1.2.2.2 Engine, Gearbox and Final Drive 

a) The original engine block and cylinder head, or one derived from or of 
similar configuration with the same basic silhouette, in three views, 
(DM 2011) must be employed.  For example, the following engine 



blocks are equivalent:  MGA = MGB; Wolseley 4/44 = MGTC-MGTF. 
Alloy head of the original porting design is allowed. (DM 
2012) 

 
b) The original type of induction must be as specified by the factory 

specifications for that vehicle, i.e. vehicles must run with 
carburettor(s) where standard factory specifications nominated 
carburettor(s). The number and size of carburettors is free. 
(DM 2012) 

 
c) The use of non-standard cylinder head castings (ie not produced by 

MG, BMC, Leyland or British Leyland) other than the exception in 
a; places the vehicle into Specials. 

 
d) The gearbox and final drive are to be in their original location and the 

use of a limited slip differential is permitted.  The use of alternate 
gearbox ratios and alternate final drive ratios (or alternate final drive) 
is permitted. 

Note:  Vehicles with 5-speed gearbox remain in their normal 
production class. 

 
1.2.2.3 Suspension, Brakes and Wheels and Tyres 

a) The original configuration of the suspension shall be retained.  
Modifications to the method of location or control (such as anti-roll 
bars and panhard rods) are permitted.   
Shock absorbers and attachments are free. 

 
b) The original configuration of the braking system shall be retained. 

Discs replacing drums are not acceptable, except where variations of 
the model within the same class have disc brakes, and then disc 
brakes may be fitted. 
If a vehicle is fitted with an additional set of disc brakes, then that 
vehicle becomes a Special. 

   The hand brake shall operate equally on both rear wheels. 
 

c) Wheels are free, but all wheels and tyres must be street legal. 
   The use of racing tyres is not permitted. 
 

d) The vehicle track must not be increased by more than 50 mm. 
 

1.2.3 MG Specials 
These cars will compete in one of two classes and classification will be by 
body type.  (Modifications allowed in production class carry over to MG 
Specials). 

 
a) The MG chassis or the complete monocoque body must be retained. 

(Note:  Buchanan style bodied cars or similar would run as a 
Special). 



Cycle guards, removal of bonnet sides and mudguard flaring is 
permitted. 

   Bumper bars are not required. 
   A windscreen is NOT required for both front seats. (DM 2011) 
 

b) Non-standard cylinder head castings (ie not produced by MG, BMC, 
Leyland or British Leyland) are permitted. 

 
c) Supercharging/turbo charging is permitted. 

 
d) *Two or more seats are to be fitted.  

 
e) *The vehicle will have all equipment to make it road registrable. 

 
f) The original type of suspension must be used and mounted by the 

original fixing points. 
 

g) Shock absorbers and attachments are free. 
 

h) Wheels are free. 
 

i) Pre MGA Specials – 
Will retain 4 wheel drum brakes if fitted with a solid front axle and 
use an appropriate MG or silhouette engine built before 1972. 
Tyres must comply with the CAMS Manual – Section 8 – Historic Cars. 
 
*1.2.3- Parts d) and e) do NOT apply for Pre MGA Specials. (DM 
2006) 
 

   Post TF Specials – 
   The type of MG or silhouette engine is free. 
   The brakes are free.  Rear discs if fitted are free. 
   Tyres are free. 
 

j) If a P76 V8 engine is in a MGB it is classified as a Post TF Special. 
 

In the event of any disagreement, the scrutineering team will decide the 
final classification. 

 
1.2.4 Super Specials 

 
a) Super Specials is a class over which the Directors of the meeting have an 

overall discretion on eligibility.  Any potential Super Special entrant must 
complete the details of the vehicle’s modifications on the entry form. 

 
b) Any vehicle not qualifying as a production vehicle or MG Special 

The vehicle must be based on a MG chassis or MG monocoque body and 
must be powered by a MG engine (or appropriate silhouette). 

 



c) Brakes, suspension, wheels and tyres, gearbox and differential are free. 
 

d) Only one seat needs to be fitted. 
 
Note:  Under these new rules we may have to split Super Specials into two classes like 
Specials. (DM 2005) 
 
 
 

Fudge Factor 
 

The Fudge Factor is used in calculating the inter-Centre Wratten Trophy points, and is the multiplying 

factor given for each Centre.  Wratten Trophy points are calculated by multiplying Concourse, Motorkhana, 
Speed Event and Observation Run points gained for each Centre by that Centre's Fudge Factor. 
 
The concept of the Fudge Factor takes into account the distance travelled by members of the Centre to the 
National Meeting, and the number of MG owning members, as at 31 December.  This information to be 
supplied by Clubs to the host centre early in January. 
 
MG owning membership is defined as no more than three members of the family to be attributed to one MG 
car.  For the purposes of the Fudge Factor, every member of a Club over the age of 18 is to be defined as a 
full member.  (DM 1994)  
 
The formula adopted for calculating the Fudge Factor is: 
 
    F = (Fd + 1) Fc 
 
where F is the Fudge Factor; 
 Fd is the "distance component" of the Fudge Factor where the base distance is the   
  distance from the Home Centre to the Host Centre (say, Melbourne to Adelaide). This figure 
is to be modified to allow for the actual “place” the meeting is held.  (DM 2003) 
 Fc is the "Centre component" of the Fudge Factor 
 

Fd = shortest road distance to NatMeet venue  
   Distance Melbourne - Adelaide 
 
Fc = K_________________________________ 
   Log 10 (approx. MG-owning membership) 
 
  K being selected to give Fc = 1 for Host Centre  
 
The current Fudge Factor, based on distance travelled, is fair in all respects except when applied to 
Tasmania, because the ferry crossing is a cost, not a distance.  This cost should be converted to a distance.  
Australian Taxation Office cost figure for a 1601-2000cc car could be used for this conversion but as it 
includes a component for car replacement and depreciation, which does not (generally) apply to MGs, it is 
proposed that the cost figure, which the Tax Office revises annually, be halved. 
 
The figure at the time of the 1994 National Meeting was 0.581 cents per km, which when halved equals 
0.29 cents per km, or 3.44 kms per dollar. 
 
The average entry from Tasmania is 2 persons and one MG, the ferry cost at 1994 National Meeting being 
$189 per person and $140 per car, a total of $518.  Applying the 3.44 kms per dollar this equates to 1782 
kms but to be fairer an additional 200 kms, being the average distance travelled in Tasmania to board the 
ferry, is added.  Thus the distance travelled is 1982 kms. 
 
Applying this figure in the existing Fudge Factor Formula for a National Meeting in Adelaide, would give 
Tasmania MGCC a Fudge Factor of 5.625.  This would compare with other Fudge Factors as follows - SA/1; 



WA/5.256; NSW (Sydney)/2.479; Newcastle/3.941; Hunter Region/3.137; Queensland/4.640; Gold 
Coast/4.679; Victoria/1.596; Geelong/2.428. (DM 1994) 
 
The Fudge Factor for each Centre should be included in the official programme.  (DM 1995)  
Clarification of the detail is being sort from the originator of the formula. (DM 2011) **** 

Registration Form 
 
The registration form needs to seek more specific information on what modifications (if any) have been 
done to a vehicle, to enable a decision to be made before the Meeting on what class the vehicle will 
compete in.  (DM 1991)   
 
The policy adopted in 1996 by the MGCC Victoria in confirming registration details to a registrant prior to 
their departure from home for the National meeting, proved beneficial in Registration running very smoothly 
on Good Friday.  (DM 1996) 
 
 

Registration 
 
a) Name Tags.  Nametags should show the entrant's Centre.  (DM 1986) 
 
b) Sighting of Licences.  If the host club wishes to sight the relevant licences of registrants  after 
Registration, the Supplementary Regulations must be worded accordingly.   
 (DM 1992) 
 
c) Dash Plaques.  One dash plaque per registrant is to be included in the registration pack.   
 (DM 1992)   
 Any additional dash plaques to be made available for purchase by registrants.  (DM 1994) 
      
d) Scrutineering.  Scrutineers must check both the eligibility and class of vehicles.   
 (DM 1997) 
 After 1 January 1997 all Host Centres must use licensed CAMS Scrutineers.  (DM 1996) 
 
e) Scrutineering Sheets.  Scrutineering to be conducted to a set sheet suitable to the event being run.  
(DM 1996) 
 
f) Unnecessary Queues.  We need to avoid lengthy queues at Registration.  (DM 1997)   
 
g) Waterproof windscreen stickers.  The use of waterproof windscreen stickers is   
 recommended.  (DM 1998) 
 
 

Concourse d'Elegance 
 
a) All cars in all events are to be presented for scrutineering at Registration.  (DM 1990) 
 
b) It is recommended that all cars that are to be judged should have their hood fitted, [cars without a 
“hood” will loose points save for Specials Ref h. (DM 2005)] the bonnet lifted and the boot unlocked, to 
enable the judges to select the six best cars in that class for judging.  (DM 1996)      
MG-F/TF’s shall be presented with all hoods for judging, the hardtop will be points neutral, ie not attract or 
diminish the points score. Failure to make the hood available to judges will detract from the final points 
score.    (DM 2006)  
 
 
c) Consensus Judging.  With the adoption of consensus judging, and to eliminate confusion by judges 
unfamiliar with this form of judging, a single box only is to appear on the judging sheet from 1993 for the 
judging figure, rather than "Judges 1, 2, 3" as previously.  A Concourse Consensus Judging Sheet is 
included in this Manual under Section 10.  (DM 1997)    
 



d) The need for the judges working as a team is to be stressed at the judges' briefing. 
 
e) "Originality" points allocation in the Specials Class.  The subject of the relevant points to be 
allocated under "Originality" on the Concourse Consensus Judging Sheet regarding the "Specials" Class is to 
be addressed to the relevant judges at the judges' briefing.  (DM 1998) 
 
f) Collection of Judging Sheets.  It is imperative that these be collected from car windscreens so that 
attendance can be verified.  The Judging Sheet should be inscribed 'NOT TO BE JUDGED' if judging is not 
wanted.  (DM 1986) 
 
g) Judges.  Names of prospective judges to be obtained from other Centres prior to the National 
Meeting.  (DM 1990) 
  
 In order to ensure the continuing availability of experienced judges at National Meetings, all Clubs 
are to provide a list of experienced judges (who have judged at National Meeting level), with their preferred 
class/es, to the Host Centre well before the National Meeting and that three judges would be used in each 
class.  (DM 1996) 
 
 Two lots of three judges would judge the three overall best cars of the Concourse. (DM 1996) 
 
h) Judging of Specials.  Specials are judged on "the best car on the day".  'Originality' should not form 
part of the judging on Specials, e.g. they should not lose points for not having a hood.  However, the car 
should have the equipment it is supposed to run with.     (DM 1992) 
 
i) Rolling Chassis.   To conform to the "Rolling Chassis" category, doors and bonnets must  not be 
fitted.  (DM 1987) 
 
j) Overall Best Car of Concourse is split into three sections - one section consisting up to and 
including TF and the MGY; with post-TF being the second class.  (DM 1990) The third section being all 
vehicles manufactured after 23 October 1980. For this trophy the later FWD Metro, Montego Maestro and 
RV-8 are included along with the later sports, sedans and variants. (DM 2001) 
 Two lots of three judges would judge the three overall best cars of the Concourse. (DM 1996)  
 
k) Presentation of Concourse trophies.  At the discretion of the Host Centre, trophies for the Concourse 
can be awarded on the Concourse Day rather than confining the presentation to the Presentation Dinner.  
(DM 1995)  
 
       

Observation Run 
 
Observation Run: This is the Proposal of changes from Victoria as requested by the Delegates at 2012 

Hobart Meeting: YET TO BE ACCEPTED. 

Changes shown in red bold italics 

a) The Observation Run is run as an alternative to the speed event, not the motorkhana.   

 

b) The questions should state whether the answer is on the 'left' or the 'right' hand side of the road. 

i) Answers to clues should always be on the left side of the road, not be adjacent to double lines, on blind 

corners, or be in a location where slow moving traffic may create a danger to participants or other road 

users. 

ii) Clues must be away from city traffic, and should be away from high traffic suburban areas. 



iii) Additional tests such as via boards, slow precision tests such as parking, driving between two distant 

poles etc. are permitted at any stage in the event. 

 

c) The Observation Run is restricted to a maximum 100 kilometres, and no longer than four hours, to 

finish at one of the other events if practical.  (DM 1988 and DM 1987) 

 

d) Points allocation for the Observation Run.  Even if two persons are registered as competitors and 

compete in the one car for the Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run, there will be only ONE lot of points 

and ONE trophy allocated to the entrant/s in each car.  (DM 1997)  If the second crewmember is a 

competitive entry at the meeting ONE extra point will be allowed regardless of the class position. (DM 

2002) 

 

e) The Driver in an Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run must have a minimum 2NS CAMS licence.  

 (DM 1997) 

 

f) The alternative event is split into three classes as detailed for the outright Concourse.  

(DM 2009 Oct)  

Note that in 2011 Newcastle added extra Classes due to entry numbers; this made a total of 8 “better 

balanced” classes. 

END OF PROPOSAL. 

Existing Rules: 
 
a) The Observation Run is run as an alternative to the speed event, not the motorkhana.   
 
b) The questions should state whether the answer is on the 'left' or the 'right' hand side of 
the road. **** 

 
c) The Observation Run is restricted to a maximum 100 kilometres, and no longer than four 
 hours, to finish at one of the other events.  (DM 1988 and DM 1987) 
 
d) Points allocation for the Observation Run.  Even if two persons are registered as competitors and 
compete in the one car for the Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run, there will be only ONE lot of points and 
ONE trophy allocated to the entrant/s in each car.  (DM 1997)  If the second crewmember is a competitive 
entry at the meeting ONE extra point will be allowed regardless of the class position. (DM 2002) 
 
e) The Driver in an Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run must have a CAMS licence.   (DM 1997) 
 
f) The alternative event is split into three classes as detailed for the outright Concourse.  
(DM 2009 Oct)  
Note that in 2011 Newcastle added extra Classes due to entry numbers; this made a total of 8 “better 
balanced” classes. 
At the 2012 National meeting MG Owners WA offered to supply a perpetual outright trophy for 
the event, which was accepted by the delegates. 



 
 

 Economy Run 
 
a) The Economy Run is included as a competition event.  (DM 1989) 
 
b) The Economy Run should start and finish at a service station.  (DM 1995) 
 
c) A map on how to get from the finish service station to any other event being run concurrently 
should be made available to the competitors.  (DM 1995) 
 
d) Clear definition on the length of time allocated for the running of the Economy Run must be 
included in the rules pertaining to this event.  This will help the competitors in determining whether it is 
worth their while to continue in the event if the time limit has elapsed.   
 (DM 1995) 
 
e) Points allocation for the Economy Run. (if a competitive event)  Even if two persons are registered 
as competitors and compete in the one car for the Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run, there will be only 
ONE lot of points allocated to the entrant/s in each car.  (DM 1997) Also ref d) in Observation Runs. 
 
f) The Driver in an Observation Run/Rally/Economy Run must have a CAMS licence.   
 (DM 1997) 
 
g)  Ref f) in Observation Run for classes. 
 
 

Motorkhana 
 
a) Organisers should request back-up timing equipment from other Clubs.  Newcastle, South Australia 
and Victoria have timing equipment they are quite willing to lend in future. 
 
 

Sprint 
 
a) A third entry is allowed to compete in the one car, provided the third competitor is a direct child, 
aged 20 years or under.  (DM 1991) 
 
b) Strongly recommended that the minimum level of medical care for speed events be full paramedic 
care. (DM 2005) 

 
Scrutineering 
 
a) As from 1 January 1997, all Host Centres must use licensed CAMS Scrutineers. 
 (DM 1996) 
 
b) Scrutineering must be conducted to a set sheet suitable to the event being run.  (DM 1996) 
 
 

Electronic Timing Devices 
 
a) Electronic timing devices must be used in speed events at National Meetings.  (DM 1998) 
 

 
Points Allocation - All Competitive Events 

 
a) 9 points - 1st place in each class/event 
 6 points - 2nd place in each class/event 



 4 points - 3rd place in each class/event 
 3 points - 4th place in each class/event 
 2 points - 5th place in each class/event 
 1 point - 6th place onward in each class/event for each competitive entry   
 
 
 
 

SECTION 6 - SOCIAL EVENTS, REGALIA, ETC 
 
 

Social Events 
 
 

Presentation Dinner 
 
 a) In announcing trophy winners, the Centre to which the placegetters belong, should be 
 announced.  (DM 1991) 
 
 b) Whether drinks are provided at the social events, BYO, or available for purchase, should be 
advised in either the bulletins or programme of events.  (DM 1991) 
 
 c) It is traditional for a trophy to be awarded for each 1st, 2nd and 3rd placegetters in all 
 Classes.  (Ratified DM1995) 
 
 d) At the discretion of the Host Centre, trophies for the Concourse may be awarded on 
Concourse Day.  However, all other trophies must be awarded at the Presentation Dinner.  (DM1995) 
 
 Catering In order to eliminate queuing, caterers must have as many food serving points as 
possible at the various functions.  (DM 1991) 
 

Regalia 
 

Dash Plaques.  One dash plaque per registrant is to be included in the registration pack.   
 (DM  1992).   
Any additional dash plaques are to be made available for purchase by registrants.  (DM 1994) 
 

 

Rocker Cover Race Guidelines. (Added Sept 2008) 
 

 The Racers 
 1. The racers shall have no power source. All motive force is provided by gravity. 

2. Racers shall be based on a rocker cover from any MG or a rocker cover of the same silhouette. 
3. The racer shall be no more than 40mm longer than the rocker cover. 
4. Wheel track shall be no more than 200mm. 
5. Racers shall have four wheels, no more than 155 mm diameter. 
6. The maximum racer weight to be no more than 3 kg.       

 
 

The Course     
1. The course shall consist of a launch incline of 1.5m long, followed by a level run of 6m. 
2. The launch incline shall be divided into two lanes, each 450mm wide & shall be 600mm high at the rearmost 

part & level with the course at the front edge. The front edge shall be bevelled to provide a smooth transition 
from incline to run-out area. 

3. The official starting line shall be 600mm from the rear edge of the ramp. A mechanised starting gate may be 
employed. 

4. The run-out section of the course shall consist of two clearly marked 900mm wide lanes. 



5. The finish line shall be marked 6m from the front edge of the launch incline.  
 

The Races 
 1. The competition will be conducted in heats of two racers at a time. 

2. The racers are to be launched with their front wheels on the starting line. The first racer to have its 
front wheels cross the finish line is the winner. If neither racer makes it to the finish line, the racer going the 
furthest in its lane wins. 

3. If the wheels of the racer should touch or cross over the lane markers the racer shall be disqualified. The 
remaining racer automatically becomes the winner. 

4. Winning racers will advance to the next round until all are eliminated except one racer, which will be the 
outright winner. 

 
NOTE: Above guidelines based on guidelines published by MGCC Hunter Region for the inaugural National Rocker 
Cover Racing Championships run at the 2005 MG National Meeting 

 
 
 
 

SECTION 7 – TROPHIES  
 
Class Trophies: 
 

• In classes where there are more than five cars a first place trophy and second and third place 
certificates will be presented.  

• In classes where there are four or five cars a first place trophy 

and a second place certificate will be presented.  
• In classes where there are less than four cars a first place trophy will be presented. (DM Sydney 

2009) Other certificate (or trophy) presentation is optional. 
 
Note that in 2011 Newcastle added: 
  Extra Classes due to entry numbers; this made a total of 8 “better balanced” classes. 
 Presentation of 2nd and 3rd outright awards in both the Motorkhana and Sprint. 
 

 

 
PERPETUAL TROPHIES:  

ALL trophies MUST be returned to the host centre at the following NatMeet so they are not lost, as has 
happened with the Oceania Cup in the past.  (DM 1990)  
 

• It is the responsibility of the winning members club to return the trophy, clean and in good 
condition in its box, to the host centre two months before the event. A reminder will be given in 
the appropriate Bulletin.  (DM 2002) 

 

• In the case of PERPETUAL TROPHIES, there must be a minimum of two in a Class before 
someone in that Class can be considered for the awarding of any Perpetual Trophy.  

 

• Points only count when there is a minimum of two competing in the event and the competitor 
must have competed in three different events to be eligible for the award. (DM Sydney 2009) 
All events may therefore not count. (DM 1994)   

 
• In the case of a tie, then the entrant who competes in the larger class will be declared the 

winner.  The larger size will be determined by the number of Concourse entrants per class, 
however there must be a minimum of two entrants in the class in the Concourse for the 
entrants to be eligible. (DM 2011)   

 



• It is the responsibility of a person receiving a PERPETUAL TROPHY to have the trophy correctly 
engraved.  (DM 1996) 

 
 

 
* There is to be NO OVERALL WINNER for the Club Ambassador.  (DM 1998) 
 
 

 a) New Zealand Plate.    Awarded for the best aggregate point score excluding the fudge factor 

achieved by a T-Series MG.  (Ratified DM 1997) 
 
 Classes: D, E and F; plus check T-Types in X and Z. 
 
 This trophy was first awarded at the 1977 National Meeting held in Katoomba.  The trophy, in the 
form of a silver tray, was brought to Katoomba by a group of MG enthusiasts from New Zealand.  It was 
first awarded to Ross Taylor from the Newcastle Centre.  Although not a first place winner, Ross competed 
in every event in his TC.  For his efforts, Ross was rewarded with the New Zealand Plate. 
 

b) Golden Gudgeon Trophy.  Awarded to the T-Typer* who gains the highest aggregate point 

score, incorporating the fudge factor.  (Ratified DM 1997) *Super Specials are excluded from competing for 
this trophy. 
 
 Classes: D, E and F; plus check T-Types in class X. 

 
 The Australian T-Series Association (ATA) at the 1978 National Meeting in Perth instigated this 
award.  The ATA traditionally presents a Golden Gudgeon Trophy for the best aggregate point score 
achieved by a T-Series MG. 
 
 Since the 1984 National Meeting in Tasmania, a perpetual Golden Gudgeon Trophy has been 
presented to the best aggregate point scoring T-Series MG, equipped with a T-Series chassis and engine, 
taking into account the National Meeting Fudge Factor.   
 
 

c) MG Mastermind Quiz.  First awarded in 1988 by the MGCC Canberra, this trophy is  

  awarded annually for the best-displayed knowledge of MG technicality and trivia.  The  
  holding of this event is to be left up to the Host Centre. Noted that this event had been 
dropped in favour of the rocker box racing on the Noggin and Natter night. (DM 2008) 
 
 

d) Cecil Kimber Centennial Trophy. This trophy was presented by the MG Car Club 

 (United Kingdom) in 1988 to recognise the 100th anniversary of the birthday of MG marque 
founder, Cecil Kimber. 
 
 Awarded to a registrant who has competed in all the main features of the National Meeting,  
 in a MG, and has totalled the highest percentage of points from each event main feature, all  
 events to be judged equally, with the fudge factor not being taken into account. 
 
   
 

e) The John Wratten Memorial Trophy.  A trophy has been awarded since the first MG 

National Meeting held in 1970.  The trophy, donated by the Sports Car Dealers of Sydney, was awarded to 
the State with the highest aggregate of points gained in competition. 
 
 At the second National Meeting held at Easter in 1971, tragedy struck the speed event at Calder 
Raceway, when John Wratten, the secretary of the Victorian Centre rolled a borrowed P-Type.  John died in 
hospital before the Delegates Conference began. 
 



 At that Delegates Conference, it was suggested that, with the agreement of the Sports Car Dealers 
of Sydney, their trophy be renamed the John Wratten Memorial Trophy. 
 
 This trophy, presented to the centre achieving the best aggregate score (taking into account the 
Fudge Factor), is keenly fought for by competitors from all centres.     
 
 The awarding of the Wratten Trophy is to continue, but discussion on suggestions or 
recommendations on how to work out an alternative award system could possibly be discussed at a future 
Delegates Meeting.  (DM 1989)  
 
 

f) The Chris Dodds Memorial Trophy - MGB GT V8 Register; Class R only.  This trophy 

was inaugurated by a gathering of V8 Register members at the 1982 National Meeting in Canberra.  It is in 
recognition of Chris Dodds' contribution to the MG marque and the V8 Register.  Chris, along with Steve 
Foldhazy of Sydney, established the register with the aim to list all owners of factory produced V8s in 
Australia, and to provide an interchange of technical information. 
 
 Chris was an enthusiastic member of the MG Car Club (Newcastle Centre), and his tragic   
 passing in 1981 was a great loss to his family and many MG friends throughout Australia and the 
United Kingdom.  A Chris Dodds Perpetual Trophy also exists in the UK and is competed for annually by 
members of the V8 Register in the UK. 
 

g) The Joan Richmond Trophy.  This trophy is awarded to the woman who achieves the 

highest aggregate score over all competition events.  (Fudge factor not included.) This trophy 
honours one of motor sports past competitive ladies.  Awarded in 1989 by the MG Car Club Victoria Ladies 
Class. 
 

h) The TC Owners Club Perpetual Pre-War Trophy.  This trophy, donated by the TC 

Owners Club, recognises the efforts of owners of Pre-war MGs.  It is awarded to the Pre-war MG attaining 
the highest aggregate point score in competition (including the Fudge Factor).  

Classes: A, B and C. 
 

i) The Jean Kimber Cook Perpetual Trophy for Junior Drivers.  Following the 

presentation of a toy TC by Jean Kimber Cook to Harry Pyle in 1995, it was proposed at the Delegates 
Meeting that Harry Pyle (TC Owners' Club) have this TC mounted, to form a perpetual trophy, for 
presentation to the junior drivers at future National Meetings.   
 
 The Jean Kimber Cook Perpetual Trophy for Junior Drivers is awarded to the junior driver who 
achieves the fastest time in the motorkhana only.  (DM 1997)  
 

j) Nuffield Oceania Trophy.  In the early 1950s, Lord Nuffield commissioned and   

  presented to the MG Car Club (in the UK), four prestigious trophies, so that each year the 
  Home Centre might recognise the Overseas Centres that achieved greatest growth, 
enterprise  and initiative in Europe, South Africa, USA and Oceania.   
 
 The trophy is engraved, Nuffield Challenge Trophy for Annual Competition between all Centres of 
the MG Car Clubs in the Pacific Area.  (Now restricted to Australia). 
 
 The Awards record shows the following:  1953 New South Wales; 1954 New South Wales; 1955 
Queensland; 1956 New Zealand; 1957 New South Wales; 1958 New South Wales; 1959 South Australia; 
1960 Victoria. 
 
 Subsequent to 1960 the Cup disappeared and with the demise of Nuffield/BMC the competition 
faded out. 
 
 In 1988 the MG Car Club nominally awarded the trophy to the Hunter Region in 1988. 
 



 An anonymous benefactor offered the return of the trophy if it was used for a worthwhile 
competition.  In 1995 while attending MGs Down Under, MG Car Club UK Chairman Mike  Hawke and 
Overseas Director Alan Kingwell agreed that the "Oceania Trophy" would be reserved for Australia's MG 
Clubs only and that we would decide the method of presentation.   
 
 Throughout 1995 the Victorian Centre conducted nationwide negotiations with all MG Centres and 
finally arrived at the following rules. 
 

NUFFIELD TROPHY Insurance 
 Insurance of NUFFIELD TROPHY.  In 1996 the sterling silver Nuffield Trophy was valued  at around 
$5,500.  It is the responsibility of the Centre holding the Nuffield Trophy to arrange adequate insurance.  
(DM 1996) 
 
 

Nuffield Oceania Trophy Rules 
 
 1.0 Introduction 
 
 * The Nuffield Oceania Trophy is a perpetual Trophy award, which is to be presented  
  annually to the Australian Centre having the best performance at the National Meeting. 
 
 * The awarding of the Trophy shall be covered by the following regulations. 
 
 * The spirit of this award is to fulfil the trophy engraving "Nuffield Challenge Trophy for 
Annual Competition between all Centres of the MG Car Clubs in the Pacific Area" (now restricted to 
Australia).  Thus encouraging  maximum Centre membership participation at the highest level of 
presentation and performance. 
 
 2.0 Regulations 
 
 * All Australian MG Car Club Centres shall be eligible to compete for the Nuffield Oceania 
Trophy - No special nomination of teams is required. 
 
 * Competition for the award shall be based on the National Meeting Events of Concourse and 
Motorkhana. 
 
 * All rules and regulations issued for the National Meeting shall be applicable.  No special 
events or allowances are envisaged for the competition for the award. 
 
 * Each Centre will be represented by 2% of their nominated membership.  A minimum 
number of five (5) shall be used for the averaging.  The maximum number is twenty (20) - hereafter called 
"the 2%". 
 
 * The nominated membership is MG owning members - as used for the Wratten Trophy. 
 
 3.0 Scoring 
 
 * The total points scored by each Centre, by the 2% from that Centre, shall be totalled for 
the two nominated events. 
 
 * The resultant average score shall be the measure of the Centre's performance, with the 
highest average being the winning Centre, taken to 2 decimal places. 
 
 * No compensating factors (fudge) other than the 2% of membership shall apply. 
 
 * A Centre with less than the minimum entrants is eligible to win but the 2% number must be 
used to divide back into the above totalled points score to obtain the average. 
 



 * Should two or more Centres have the same average score per 3.2 then the Trophy shall be 
jointly awarded. 
 
 4.0 Trophy Presentation 
 
 * The Trophy will be awarded to the successful Centre at the National Meeting Presentation. 
 
 * The winning Centre will hold the Nuffield Trophy until the next National Meeting, with the 
winning Centre receiving a small trophy to retain.  The winning Centre's team will be known as "The Top 
2%" for that Meeting. 
 
 5.0 Control of these Rules 
 
 * The National Meeting Delegates have the power to modify these rules as they see fit in the 
usual way. 
 
 * Any dispute arising out of the awarding of this Trophy shall be handled by the Stewards of 
the Meeting, in accordance with CAMS rules. 
 
 6.0 Clarification 
 
 * Five entrants shall represent any Centre with a membership of 250 or less. 
 
 * Twenty entrants shall represent any Centre with a membership of more than 950. 
 
 * Any entrant that is not entered in the Concourse can be included because of their 
 Motorkhana performance alone, but not Concourse alone. 
 
 * To obtain the number to represent a Centre, multiply the membership by 2% and round up 
to the next whole number (within 5 to 20), i.e. 367 members. 
 
   367 members x 2 = 7.34        (Round up to 8.) 
 
 * If in the above example, the Centre had only 7 entries, all points scored in the Concourse 
and Motorkhana would count, but 8 would be used as the divider to obtain the resultant average score. 
 (DM 1996)  
 
 7.0 Insurance of Nuffield Trophy 
 
 * In 1996 the sterling silver Nuffield Trophy was valued at around $5,500.  The Centre 
holding the Nuffield Trophy is responsible for arranging adequate insurance for the trophy.  (DM 1996) 
  
 

k) The Hard luck Trophy.  Although not a perpetual trophy, it is a custom at National Meetings 

to present a small token award to a club member who has the misfortune to suffer a mishap on the way to 
the National Meeting.  There have been many extraordinary tales of disaster over the years, and often it is a 
difficult task for the host centre to decide who is most deserving of the hard luck trophy. 
       

l) Magazine Competition.  This competition awards a perpetual trophy for the best presented 

MG Car Club Magazine.  Consideration is given to cost of production and the numbers distributed.   
A suggested score sheet is attached as an aid to judging and can be used if required.  
(DM 2009) 
 

m) Photographic Competition  

  
 i) Photographs entered in this competition are judged in the following categories: 
  *  Best Action Photograph 
  *  Best Still Photograph 



  *  Best Novelty Photograph. 
• Best Digital Photograph. (Added. DM 2003) This means “substantially digitally 

altered from the original”. (DM 2008) 
 
 ii) Photographs entered in previous National Meetings are not eligible. 
  
 iii) Photographs must be the registrant's own work and taken within the last two years. The 
entrants name and details should be on the back of the entry. 
 
 iv) The maximum size of any photograph A4 with the maximum size of the mount 16 x 12 
inches (400 x 300 mm) is to be emphasised in the Bulletin advising of the competition.  (DM 1998) (Revised 
DM2003)    
 

n) Club Ambassador.  (Formerly "Miss MG" and "Junior Ambassador")  (DM 1997) 

  
 i) The competition is open to both male and female. (DM 1994)   
  (Ratified DM 1996)   
    
 ii) Open to either one male or one female representative from each participating Centre, and 
being a teenager as at the date of the National Meeting.  The competitors for their part help promote the 
spirit of MG throughout the National Meeting weekend.   
  
 iii) Judging criteria (DM 1985)  - Removed ref v) below. (DM 1998) 
   
 iv) The Club Ambassador feature is optional for each National Meeting.  (DM 1998)  
  
 v) It was carried unanimously at the Delegates' Meeting in 1998 that there be NO OVERALL 
WINNER named for this event.  (DM 1998) 
 
  

p) Web Site Trophy. 
  

i. A perpetual trophy presented by Geelong Centre for the best Web Site as these sites will 
become the predominant communication medium for clubs in the future.  

 
ii. To be awarded to the club with the best judged website having some regard for the 

membership numbers as given by the Magazine Competition.  (DM 2009)  
 
 

SECTION 8  - ORGANISING CENTRE OF NATIONAL MEETINGS, VENUE, 
WINNER OF THE JOHN WRATTEN MEMORIAL TROPHY AND NUFFIELD 
TROPHY. 
 
 
Year Organising Centre Venue           Winner of: Wratten Trophy Nuffield 
 
1970 MGCC New South Wales Sydney    New South Wales  Restarted 1996 
1971 MGCC Victoria  Melbourne   Victoria     
1972 MGCC South Australia Adelaide   South Australia 
1973 MGCC New South Wales  Oran Park   New South Wales 
1974 MGCC Victoria  Melbourne   Victoria 
1975 MGCC South Australia Adelaide   Western Australia 
1976 MGCC Tasmania  Launceston   Victoria 
1977 MGCC New South Wales Katoomba   New South Wales 
1978 MGCC Western Australia Perth    South Australia 
1979 MGCC Victoria  Ballarat    Victoria 
1980 MGCC Gold Coast Gold Coast   South Australia 



1981 MGCC South Australia Glenelg    Victoria 
1982 MGCC New South Wales Canberra   South Australia 
1983 MGCC Victoria  Geelong   South Australia  
1984 MGCC Tasmania  Hobart    South Australia 
1985 MGCC Newcastle Newcastle   Victoria 
1986 MGCC South Australia Adelaide   Victoria 
1987 TC Owners' Club Perth    Victoria 
1988 MGCC Canberra  Canberra   Victoria 
1989 MGCC Victoria  Shepparton   Victoria 
1990 MGCC Queensland Brisbane   Tasmania 
1991 MGCC New South Wales Nowra    Victoria 
1992 MGCC Tasmania  Launceston   Victoria 
1993 MGCC South Australia Adelaide   Tasmania 
1994 MGCC Hunter Region Newcastle   New South Wales 
1995 MGCC Western Australia Fremantle   Victoria    
1996 MGCC Victoria  Shepparton   Victoria   South Australia 
1997 MGCC Gold Coast Gold Coast   New South Wales Gold Coast 
1998 MGCC Tasmania  Hobart    New South Wales Tasmania 
1999 MGCC New South Wales Gosford    Victoria   Newcastle 
2000 MGCC Newcastle Newcastle   Queensland  Queensland 
2001 MGCC Canberra  Canberra   Queensland  Queensland 
2002 MGCC South Australia Adelaide   Victoria   South Australia 
2003 MGCC Victoria  Shepparton   Victoria   Queensland 
2004 MGCC Queensland Warwick   Victoria   Queensland 
2005 MGCC Hunter Region Maitland   Victoria   Queensland 
2006 MGCC Tasmania   Launceston   Queensland  Tasmania 
2007 MGCC Gold Coast  Gold Coast   Victoria   Queensland 
2008 MGCC New South Wales Tamworth   Queensland  Queensland 
2009 MGCC Victoria  Geelong   Queensland  Queensland 
2010 MGCC South Australia Glenelg    Queensland  Queensland  
2011 MGCC Newcastle Newcastle   Queensland  Newcastle 
2012 MGCC Tasmania  Hobart    Victoria  Victoria 
2013 MGCC Queensland Toowoomba 
2014 MGCC Gold Coast Northern NSW   Alternate Meeting Detail to be 
proposed by Gold Coast club for approval.  (DM 2012) 
2015 MGCC Victoria 
2016 MGCC Drivers WA  Perth 
 
 

SECTION 9 - NATIONAL MEETING RESULTS, DELEGATE MEETING MINUTES, 
ETC 
 
National Meeting Results 
 
a) A copy of results is forwarded to all competitors and Centres. 
 
Delegates' Meeting Minutes 
 
a) A copy of Minutes to be forwarded to all delegates, as well as Club Secretaries.   
 (DM 1991) 
 
Co-ordinators 
 
a) The name of each Centre/Club's National Meeting Co-ordinator for the ensuing year to be made 
available at the Delegates' Meeting, for incorporation in the Minutes.  (DM 1988) 
 
 

 



SECTION 10 - SAMPLES OF BULLETINS, JUDGING SHEET, SCRUTINEERING 
SHEET, ETC 
 
Bulletins are up to the host centre but a minimum is covered here: 
 
* Bulletin No. 1 re activities to be held. 
 
* Bulletin No. 2 re accommodation. 
 
* Bulletin No. 3 re Registration details. 
 
* Bulletin No. 4 re location of venues, regalia, motorkhana tests etc. 
 
* Entry Confirmation and Official Receipt. 
 
* Judging Sheet. (Updated DM 2006) 
 
* Scrutineering Check List 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



MGB V8s by Ken Costello 
 

History 

British racing driver and engineer Ken Costello began producing a V8 conversion for MGBs 
in 1970.  Costello Engineering operated from premises in Farnborough, Kent.  The first 
conversion was a roadster and a GT followed later.  At this stage new Rover engines were 
sourced from British Leyland and carried a factory warranty.  Customers could bring their 
MGB to be converted to V8 specification and many were done to brand new 4 cylinder 
cars.  
 
The Costello V8 received very favourable motoring press reports and it wasn’t long before 
BL were being criticised for not allowing MG to produce their own V8.  Around this time 
Ken was given a MGB and V8 engine by BL to do a conversion for them.  The decision had 
been made to produce the factory V8 and in an effort to knobble Costello, new V8 engines 
could no longer be sold by dealers except on an exchange basis. Ken overcame this edict 
by sending a truck over to Belgium to bring back Buick V8s from the American saloon 
which had apparently sold well over there in the early ‘60s.  This resulted in what was 
effectively the Costello V8 Mk 2.  The Buick engine (from whence the Rover engine came) 
had a 2 barrel carburettor manifold to which Ken fitted a twin choke Weber via an adaptor 
of his design.  This positioned the carburettor just in front of the heater box. As a result 
the huge bonnet bulge used previously to accommodate the twin opposed SU carburetion 
arrangement as used on the Rover saloons was redundant. Apparently customers wanted 
the power bulge to remain as it added significantly to the cars visual appeal.  The Buick 
engines were of course refurbished with Rover components. 
 
By the time the factory V8 was released Costello had produced around 200 conversions in 
both roadster and GT form.  He ultimately sold the business but not the name and it 
continued as the V8 Conversation Company from the same premises.  I believe it 
continues to this day and may be now called V8 Conversions. 
 
Costello didn’t keep records but it’s estimated around 200 examples were produced and 
they were largely GTs.  
 



Specifications and Modifications 
 
Costello V8 Mk 1  

Engine 3528cc Rover V8 10.5 to 1 CR as fitted to Rover P6B 

Carburettors  Opposed 1.75” SU  

Gearbox MGB 4 cylinder MK2 O/D with MGC output flange 

Differential MGB with MGC flange & 3.07 to 1 ratio 

Radiator MGC 

Propeller Shaft MGC - larger universal joints and flanges 

Grille (optional) Black egg crate with Rover V8 badge but not always fitted 

Wheels   Alloy wheels were available but many retained std. wheels 

Tacho Re-labelled Smiths with Red zone from 5000rpm onwards   

Speedo 140mph MGC  

Oil Filter Remote mounted on the passenger side mudguard panel 

Oil Pump Costello adapter to original endplate with unions for oil hoses to 
remote filter 

Radiator Fan MGC plastic mounted on alloy adapter to crankshaft pulley.   

Coolant Filler tank Fabricated tank mounted near alternator.  Fan belt runs over 
the radiator top hose 

Radiator fitment Chassis front rails cut outs to fit MGC radiator.  Mounted in a 
similar position to the MGC. Considerable amount of front box 
section removed between the front rails. Fabricated panels 
either side to mount radiator.  Steel pipe bolted to sway bar 
mount to take coolant from the pump to the bottom outlet with 
90 degree hose elbows each end. 

Bonnet Fibre glass with large bulge to accommodate carburettors and 
air cleaner  

Engine mounts Fabricated brackets with Morris Mini engine mounts 

Engine/Gearbox Steel adaptor plate between engine and gearbox 

Flywheel MGB flywheel with crankshaft adaptor 

Clutch 9” clutch assembly with MGC slave cylinder 

Starter Motor Original mounting removed from engine block and starter motor 
mounts to gearbox adapter plate requiring a small section of 
the gearbox bell housing to be removed to match new location.   

Engine Bay Small cut outs either side of the heater box to clear the cylinder 
heads. Transmission tunnel modified to clear the engine and 
gearbox which is slightly further back than in a 4 cylinder. 

Steering Steering column truncated and splined at the rack end.  
Intermediate shaft fabricated with small uni joints each end.  

Exhaust Fabricated tubular extractors (4 into 1 block huggers) with “Y” 
piece passing under the sump in front of the bell housing. Inner 
mudguard panels are dressed back to clear the extractors. 

Badges  Egg crate grill carries a chrome V8 badge from Rover.  A rear 
badge “V8 Costello” may be present.  As customer cars were 
converted the grill and badges may not have been used on all 
Costello conversions. 

 
 



Costello V8 Mk 2  - as above except: 

Engine Buick V8 refurbished with Rover components.  These motors 
are die cast not sand cast. 

Carburettors Weber 45mm side draft mounted on adaptor to 2 barrel inlet 
manifold.  

Bonnet Standard MGB  

 
Further Thoughts 
The Mk 1 Costello is the most obvious because of the bonnet bulge.  In my view a 
genuine Costello should show all of the modifications listed above. Having said that, some 
further modifications or changes may have been done due to age or fatigue.  Substantially 
though the above specification defines a Costello.  The Mk 2 is in a similar situation. 
 
A more difficult question is when is a Costello not a Costello.  Conversions done after 
Costello sold the business in my view are not Costello V8s. The V8 Conversion Company 
continued with the same specifications initially but as the factory V8 parts became 
available and MGC parts less so the essence of Costello is lost.  This may be a biased view 
as a MK 1 Costello owner. 
 
Ken Costello’s cars pre-date the factory cars and have past into MG history.  With the ever 
increasing numbers of MGB V8 conversions entering MG events I think it is important to 
recognise the Costello but only if it’s genuine. 
 
Compiled by John Kemp 
June 2006 



Left 

Costello Brochure Front cover 
This is a MK 2 Costello due to lack of 
bonnet bulge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below 

Brochure content 
 

 



 
 
Above 

Mk 1 Costello as shown in “The MGA, MGC and MGB” book by Graham Robson published 1977 
 
Below 

Costello Mk 1 engine bay from The Mighty MGs by the same author published 1982. 
Note the remote oil filter, MGC radiator, remote coolant filler tank and the quirky fan belt running 
above the top hose.  

 

 
 



  
 
Above  
Optional alloy wheels used by Costello and the rear badge. Pictures from MG World 
Magazine Issue 2 December 1997-January 1998.  
My car had this badge originally but it was stolen when the car was freighted to Adelaide 
by the previous owner Craig Bastian. Removing the hatch trim panel reveals extra holes 
appropriate to this badge.  


